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BRAD’S BLOG 
 
Dec. 8th marks our third anniversary of AEG Facilities assuming management 
of the Los Angeles Convention Center. We should all be proud of what we have 
accomplished in just three years. We not only have improved the maintenance and 
condition of the facility, but have also saved the City millions of dollars in 
operating losses and built a $6.1 million reserve through generating operational 
surpluses each year. And we are on track to have another excellent fiscal year.

But I truly believe the most exciting times lay ahead for the LACC. I have no doubt the expansion and 
modernization will get traction after the first of the year, and design and planning should begin in earnest. And 
it is amazing to see the development and construction happening all around us.

Two major developments are going up just across the street on Figueroa with the 3 Towers & 49 story 
Oceanwide Plaza scheduled to open in 2018. It consists of 504 condos and a hotel with 183 high end rooms, 
parking and retail. Next to that is the Fig South or CIRCA development that will also open in 2018 and will 
have 2 Towers at 36 stories high. Although this project won’t have a hotel component, it will have 648 
condos, retail and parking. 

The Intercontinental Hotel under construction at 7th & Figueroa will be the tallest building on the west coast 
at 73 stories tall and have 900 hotel rooms that will significantly improve our ability to attract major Citywide 
conventions to the LACC.

Two other hotel projects that will assist the LACC with attracting larger Citywide conventions are the 
Metropolis (Greenland) development between 8th and James M. Wood streets will consist of four towers;
ranging from 18 stories to 56 stories, and will have a 350 room Indigo Hotel. And our very own JW Marriott 
is planning to expand across Olympic Street adding 755 more hotel rooms and a sky bridge across Olympic 
Street.

It is a very exciting time to be working in downtown Los Angeles, being a part of AEG and the Los Angeles 
Convention Center!

December 2016  VOLUME 2 ISSUE 12

https://www.instagram.com/conventioncenterla/
http://lacclink.com
https://twitter.com/ConventionLA
https://www.facebook.com/ConventionLA/


Upcoming EventsMEET EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH: 
ALEXA M. DIAZ 

Position at LACC: Marketing and Community Relations

How long have you been at LACC? 
  It has been over 3 months now.

What did you do previously to LACC?
 I worked in Television for the marketing department at various  
 levels  from producing interstitials to marketing strategy for inter 
 national media buys.

How did you get into Marketing? 
 My first “big girl job” was in sales and marketing at the agency  
 level. But I really fell for marketing while I was at E! Network. The 
 President once told me, “Marketing is 50% business, 50% 
 creative.” And that just stuck with me. It’s exactly how I describe  
 myself a creative soul with a business mind. 
 
Do you have a nickname?
 Some people call me Alex. My sister calls me Ale. Up to you.

What is your 5 year plan?
 Good question. I know I want to be in marketing. I am very 
 fortunate that I have found what I want to do at 25. Ideally, in 5  
 years I  plan on successfully executing diverse marketing 
 campaigns and expanding my knowledge in the field. Plus, I 
 expect to working my way up to executive level.  

What is the key to your success? 
  Hunger. I am hungry for knowledge. If I don’t know something, I 
 study it. If I want to master something, I practice. I aim to be 
 multifaceted and in doing so I have been able to grow.

How does it feel interviewing yourself?
 Never done this before. However, I do like the idea of getting to  
  know yourself in a Q and A format. 

Do you have any hidden talents? 
 I am salsa dancer. I used to teach salsa in college just in case 
 anyone is interested.
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Green Tips

Check your power settings. 

Ensuring your computer automatically 
shuts down when not in use is the 
single biggest energy saving 
opportunity on most computers, 
according to Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC). 

Blog Spot: 
The Boy Wonder of American Business
by Alexa M. Diaz 

2017 is fast approaching and while many of us are 
getting ready for our new years resolution. I thought we could 
take a moment and reflect on LACC’s history and it’s 
infamous designer.

The Convention Center was opened in 1971 and designed by 
architect Charles Luckman. The orginal building situated as 
a rectangle building, between Pico Boulevard and 11th Street 
on Figueroa Street. The all American business 
architect was featured on Time magazine at the age of 27 (pictured on the right) as “The Boy 
Wonder of American Business.” His various accomplishments in business and architecture had 
earned him the title and was telling of his character and intelligence. Not only an accomplished 
architect, but also well versed in corporate and management Luckman worked in sales for the 
Lever Brothers and became president of the Pepsodent toothpaste company at 30. A University 
of Illinois graduate, Luckman studied architecture and designed more than 10 buildings includ-
ing the AON Center, Madison Square Garden, the CBS Television City Building, the Wells Fargo 
Center, AND The Forum. That makes the LACC part of an elite group of buildings marked by 
the Luckman legacy.

Further reading: New York Times article Charles Luckman, Architect Who Designed Penn Station’s 
Replacement, Dies at 89
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Thank you HR & the Fun Team for putting on the  
Fabulous LACC Holiday Party!
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LACC Service Day December 12th 

Employee Spotlight: 
Ashley Russo

Ashley Russo is our new Director of 
Catering Sales for Levy  Restaurants.  A 
veteran in her field, she has a culinary 
degree from Le Cordon Bleu and has 
worked with the Dodgers, JW Marriot, and 
our AEG neighbors, the STAPLES Center. 
Ashley notes that she kind of stumbled into 
the business when she attended a job fair 
to apply for a bartending job- all because 
she really wanted to work for the Dodgers. 
“I grew up loving the Dodgers and wanted 
to be a part of the organization. The rest is 
history,” she says. She enjoys her industry 
because of the constant excitement and 
people she has been able to meet like Stevie 
Wonder and Justin Timberlake! As a mother 
of two, Ashley is a talented cook who enjoys 
making classic comfort food healthy. For 
example, the traditional sloppy joes with a 
healthy twist- ground 
turkey instead of red meat and a baked 
potato. Sounds delicious. 

Welcome to the team Ashley! 

Reminder: The LACC Newsletter is an internal collaboration. Please provide any blog spot 
ideas, images, announcements, etc. to Alexa Diaz by the 22nd of every month.

Date: December 12, 2016                                                                            Time: 9 am to 12:30 pm 

Location:
442 S San Pedro St
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 680-0600

Website: www.downtownwomenscenter.org

Parking: Presitge Parking S. San Pedro St, Los Angeles CA 90013
     We encourage groups to carpool to location. Cost is $8

The Los Angeles Convention Center and Levy Restaurants have teamed up with Downtown 
Women’s Center (DWC) for a service day on December 12, 2016. DWC is a shelter dedicated 
to addressing the needs of women overcoming poverty and homelessness on Skid Row. The 
LACC and Levy will support DWC in two ways, the serving team and the donation sorting 
team. In total we will be taking a limited number of 30 volunteers 10 from Levy Restaurants 
and 20 from the LACC Staff. 

Donation Sorting
DWC receives a wide array of in-kind donations, including clothing, accessories, personal care 
products, and household items. The donation sorting team will help sort, organize, 
and distribute these donations across DWC programs.

Serving Team
Levy Restaurants will be providing homemade meals to DWC. The serving team will set up the 
kitchen, clear tables, and serve to guests. 

How to Sign Up
Total Needed: 30    Levy: 10 volunteers               LACC: 20 volunteers

Due to limited space volunteers will be accepted on a first come first serve basis. Please email 
alexadiaz@lacclink.com as soon as possible if you would like to volunteer. Volunteer list will be 
closed and finalized by December 2. 

December Encore Service Spotlight: 

Synergy
Support the Encore mission:

Know & Support our mission: We create experiences to give the world 
reason to cheer

Ensure every aspect of your work contributes to positive guest experiences

Support the Venues Mission ( World Class Facility, World Class Service)

Help the venue achieve its goal
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