
On Monday, October 26, 2020, I woke up to a 
phone call from my sister-in-law asking if my wife 
and I were ok because of the fire nearby. Until that 
moment I had been sleeping peacefully with no 
idea that there was a fire, let alone how close it 
was. So, I looked it up for some more information 
to see if I should be concerned, and when I did, 
I learned that I lived across the street from the 
mandatory evacuation zone. I thought to myself, 
“there really isn’t much of a difference between 
THIS side of Irvine Blvd and THAT side of Irvine 
Blvd, so I better start packing.” 

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  A L E X  S O LT E R O

My wife and I soon started a stressful exercise that 
I can only describe as, “what is critical? and what is 
going to be gone forever.” 
This revealed that we had never discussed the 
criteria for determining what was critical before, 
and we had to do it in less than an hour to make 
sure we got out of the neighborhood in time. We 
ultimately packed up the car and booked a room at 
the Hotel Maya in Long Beach where we spent the 
night until we were able to return the next evening.

As a security and emergency management 
professional, this incident left me feeling under-
prepared. I learned that just like at work, the time 
to talk about your emergency plan, is not when you 
activate it. Whether it’s a fire, an earthquake, or 
some other emergency, every family should have a 
plan, and everyone in the family should learn it. My 
wife and I sat down later that week and started the 
outlines of our various emergency plans so that we 
aren’t caught off guard if something else happens, 
especially in 2020. Be safe everyone!

- Alex Soltero, LACC Security Manager
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S E A S O N  O F  G I V I N G 

November is often celebrated as the “season of giving” and kicks off many events focused on volunteering and 
helping the less fortunate.  But with COVID-19 and the restrictions of the pandemic, in-person volunteering isn’t 
recommended this year and it is common to wonder how you can till be of service to others?  

Sandra Arbizu, HR Manager, found a great article with some ideas for how you can still join in the season of 
giving.  https://charity.lovetoknow.com/charitable-donation-resources/10-ways-volunteer-during-pandemic

Or perhaps you would like to participate in a food drive with your colleagues?

This year LACC is partnering with St. Francis Center in sharing the spirit of Thanksgiving. 
This year we will have a food drive from November 16th – 23rd.  
All non-perishable items will be gathered at Security Command Center.  Any perishable 
items such as: turkey, ham, luncheon meat, milk, eggs, or fresh produce will only be 
collected on November 23rd at Security Command Center.  
Please see the flyer for acceptable food items.

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation in lieu of a food donation, please follow  the link to the St. 
Francis Center website:  www.stfranciscenterla.org

Do you have an emergency plan or bag ready?  What would you 
pack?  Here is a simple list to help you get it started.

https://www.stfranciscenterla.org/
https://lacclink.production.carbonhouse.com/assets/doc/Thanksgiving-food-drive2020-226d16cf56.pdf
http://www.stfranciscenterla.org
https://www.thespruce.com/emergency-go-bag-4165380


‘ T I S  T H E  S E A S O N :  T H A N K S G I V I N G  T R A D I T I O N S

It’s  hard to believe that Thanksgiving is just around the corner 
but ready or not, the holiday is coming quickly (or not if it feels like 2020 has been five 
years long).  Read about your colleagues’ favorite Thanksgiving foods, traditions and 

more.  Perhaps you will get new ideas for this year’s holiday.

What is your favorite Thanksgiving food?  What makes 
it unique or memorable to you?
I love Thanksgiving in general because of all the delicious 
food! But my personal favorite probably has to be the 
stuffing, usually I will snack on some after my meal 
because I really only have it during Thanksgiving so I 
make sure to enjoy it the most.

Do you have a Thanksgiving tradition with friends or 
family that you would like to share?
My bestfriend and I we always save each other a plate 
of whatever we had, and we will get together and enjoy 
dinner together the day after!

Do you have a recipe that you enjoy making every 
year?  If so, would you like to share it?
I enjoy making any pastries, my decorating skills might 
not be top-notch but my family enjoys my dessert 
regardless. I’m actually looking forward to getting to 
learn how to make Carisa’s bark! Mrs. Dean gave me 
some to take home last year and in a matter of seconds 
my family devoured it!

How do you “count your blessings” this time of year?  
This year will be extra special because of COVID, its 
made me value the little things that much more, and 
I’m grateful to be able to spend time with my loved ones 
during this pandemic. I’m just hoping for better times 
that I know are on their way to us we just all have to be 
patient. 

- CYNTHIA ROMERO, Security Manager

Do you have a Thanksgiving tradition with friends or 
family that you would like to share? 

For Thanksgiving, my family and I usually travel 
down to Mexicali, Baja California, Mexico. Being that 
it’s not a holiday down there, our family that lives 
there doesn’t have the day off. So, my mom and I 
are always in charge of cooking dinner. It’s actually 
something I enjoy doing now that I’m older. Gives 
us time to share the kitchen and have her teach me 
the ropes – if you will. I’m a ham-lover (turkey is not 
my fave, but we still make it too); jalapeño mac & 
cheese and mashed potatoes are my specialties. My 
cousins, now all married with kids, all look forward 
to Thanksgiving too (mostly for the delicious buffet 
of food). We do crafts with the kids – like turkeys 
made of their hand-prints – sharing our American 
tradition with them. I’m grateful to get to spend 
time with that side of my family, as we don’t travel 
out there as often as we did when I was a kid. So, 
Thanksgiving to me means being surrounded by 
loved ones, enjoying a home-cooked meal together, 
sharing stories of the past, entertaining a handful of 
kids, and creating memories to last a lifetime. With 
this year being what it has been, travelling South 
isn’t looking plausible – for my grandmother’s safety 
as well as ours. We shall see what this year brings…

- VALERIA MONTAÑO, Accountant

What is your favorite Thanksgiving food?  What 
makes it unique or memorable to you?

This is an easy question, my favorite Thanksgiv-
ing food is my mom’s stuffing!!!  She learned the 
recipe at the ripe old age of 21 when she spent 
her first Thanksgiving as a married woman with 
my daddy.  An old family friend (from my daddy’s 
family) shared her family stuffing recipe with my 
mom…55 years later that stuffing is still on my 
parents’ Thanksgiving dinner table!!!

- MINA HURTADO, Edlen, Dir. of Event Services



E L L E N ’ S  Q U O T E  C O R N E RG R E E N  T I P  O F  T H E  W E E KE A P  R E S O U R C E S

As an employee, you have 
access to the valuable Cigna 
Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP) at no cost to you.

Call or visit online anytime:

888-371-1125
www.mycigna.com 

  Employer ID: asmglobal 
(for initial registration)

C O V I D - 1 9  E X P O S U R E 

If you have been exposed to a 
confirmed case of COVID-19, 
please inform your supervisor 
or the HR Dept ASAP.  

Rest assured, this information 
will be kept in strict confidence.  

#ecoMonday: 
11/16 #ecoMonday:   FACT: You 
can recycle your smartphone and 
keep it out of landfill.  Here are 3 
responsible tactics to dispose  of 

your phone: 
https://harmony1.com/green-

thanksgiving-tips/

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having more. If you concentrate on what you don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  A R O U N D  L O S  A N G E L E S

“Gratitude 
is a quality similar to 
electricity: It must be 
produced and dis-

charged and used up in 
order to exist at all.”

—William Faulkner

F R E E  L E A R N I N G  R E S O U R C E S

Let’s Get Happy: Happiness 
Drives Performance

Great leaders, create great culture, which 
yields great work: G3. Leadership requires 
skills and is in greater demand. Are you 
ready to lead when the call comes? Would 

you like to refresh your leadership skills? 
If so, this course may be for you.

REGISTER FOR FREE HERE

Join your LACC 
friends for a series of 
interactive virtual, 

how-to sessions. Let’s 
get together for some 
fun to kick-off the 

season!
HOLIDAY HOOPLA

with…

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

Carisa Norton 
Thursday – November 19 • 4pm 

Let’s make Holiday Bark! 

Ana Aldana 
Thursday – December 17 • 4pm 

TBD – Don’t you love surprises! 

Sandra Arbizu 
Thursday – December 3 • 4pm 

TBD – Top secret for now! 

Looking for tasty treats to 
enjoy or a fun gift idea?  Join 
your LACC friends for a series 
of interactive virtual, how-to 
sessions.  Let’s get together for 
some fun to kick-off the 
season! 

HOLIDAY HOOPLA 
with… 

Look for Teams invite and 
details to come soon! 

Save These Dates! 

Carisa’s Famous Bark

Looking for tasty treats to enjoy or a 
fun gift idea to make for others? 

Get your ingredients ready 

ahead of time!  

Check out 

the list HERE

REFLECTIONS AT
 DESCANSO GARDENS

Nov. 14 - Jan 10

Descanso Gardens was forced to 
scrap its magical, illuminated En-
chanted this year, but it’s still bringing some holiday sea-
son buoyancy to its botanical gardens with the new Re-
flections. The daytime event invites you to take a stroll 
through the La Cañada Flintridge grounds and reflect on 
the beauty that’s still around us after such a trying year. 

https://www.descansogardens.org/reflections/ 

P I V O T I N G  T R A D I T I O N S

https://harmony1.com/green-thanksgiving-tips/
https://harmony1.com/green-thanksgiving-tips/
https://www.edx.org/course/lets-get-happy-happiness-drives-performance
https://www.edx.org/course/lets-get-happy-happiness-drives-performance
https://lacclink.production.carbonhouse.com/assets/doc/HolidayHooplaFlyer-002-768c7c562f.pdf
https://lacclink.production.carbonhouse.com/assets/doc/HolidayHoopla_BarkPrep-12e7f982c9.pdf
https://www.descansogardens.org/reflections/
https://www.descansogardens.org/reflections/

