
Thanksgiving 2020.  This will be probably the 
most unusual Thanksgiving any of us have ever spent 
(that is assuming we are all following the guidance not 
to gather).  We’re used to gathering family and friends 
– sometimes together – often I’ve celebrated both a 
family Thanksgiving and a “Friendsgiving.”  I will miss 
both of these this year.  I’ll miss all the delicious and 
abundant food but more than the food I’ll miss sharing 
an annual tradition that I hold dear.  Even the crazy 
parts – like the yelling about how to properly load a 
dishwasher to the angst over the perfect gravy.  The 
laughter, the memories and stories we share while we 
enjoy a holiday about giving thanks.

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  E L L E N  S C H W A R T Z

Even though it will be a different Thanksgiving – I know 
I’ll take some time to think about my many blessings.  
Be grateful for all that I have.  

It’s also the time of year when we think about those 
that don’t have what we do.  Our LACC team always 
finds ways to give back.  Today I dropped off food that 
will be delivered to the St. Francis Center.  We’ll also be 
doing a toy drive for the Christmas holiday.  It always 
feels good to give back.  

I want to wish each of you and your families a safe and 
healthy Thanksgiving holiday. Co-Vid is spiking and this 
is not the time to take any chances for you or your loved 
ones. Wear your face coverings.  Stay outside as much 
as possible.  Wash your hands.  Keep your distance.  

- Ellen Schwartz, General Manager
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V I R T U A L  S U P E R S TA R S

No “Zoom Fatigue” here!  See what your colleagues were up to this week as they made virtual appearances 
across the  web, covering topics from cleaning to the best brand of chocolate chips.

On November 17th, Ellen Schwartz and Carisa Norton sat on a 
panel during Project Anime to give the venue perspective on the 
pandemic, including responses to lockdowns, logistical adjust-
ments, guideline adherence, and ultimately, what it will take to re-

open safely.   

On November 19th, Carisa Norton, Ashley Russo, Mina Hurtado, 
Janae Conway, Kim Nakashima, Henry De La Rosa, Ana Aldana 
and Adrienne Hall got together virtually to learn how to make Ca-

risa’s famous holiday bark.

The first of three LACC Holiday Hoopla  events was a success as 
it brought together team members from LACC, LEVY, Los Angeles 
City, Smart City and Edlen. If you missed this first interactive, how-
to-session, don’t worry... there are two more upcoming dates in 
December.  Save the dates now and look for the invite via email in 

the coming weeks.

https://project-anime.org/
https://lacclink.production.carbonhouse.com/assets/doc/HolidayHooplaFlyer-002-768c7c562f.pdf


‘ T I S  T H E  S E A S O N :  T H A N K S G I V I N G  T R A D I T I O N S

What is your favorite Thanksgiving food? 
I love all thanksgiving food, but something I 

Thanksgiving Week... ready or not, it’s here!  
Read about your colleagues’ favorite Thanksgiving foods, traditions and more.  What 

new traditions will you start this year?

What is your favorite Thanksgiving food? 
I love all thanksgiving food, but something 
I always look forward to is the Mexican 
fruit punch my aunt makes, its just 
delicious. 
 
 What makes it unique or memorable to 
you? 
It is  unique because it takes me back to my 
childhood when I used to drink it during the holidays 
with my grandparents and friends.

Do you have a Thanksgiving tradition with friends or 
family that you would like to share? 
Yes, every year I start off the day by going on a hike 
with my two best friends, and every year before eating 
we all individually state what we are thankful in the 
year, we make a toast and we eat. 

How do you “count your blessings” this time of year?  
I count my blessings by recognizing the good things in 
my life, specially family and health. If every year when 
we all get together on Thanksgiving Day, we are all at 
the table and we are all healthy, I know I am blessed. 

Is there a favorite Thanksgiving TV show, movie or 
book you love and re-watch / read every year? We 
don’t watch TV shows or movies on thanksgiving day 
but my cousins and I play video games that we used to 
play when we were kids Sonic and mortal combat are 
our favorite to play, after dinner we all just play family 
games. 

-MARIA G. RODRIGUEZ,  B.O.E.

Is there a favorite Thanksgiving TV show, movie or book you love and re-watch / read every year? 

Around this time of year, there are two important books that seem to briefly make an appearance on my 
bookshelf only to exit again in aiding someone in need of encouragement. 2020 being the year many of us 
need encouragement from various losses and challenges, its only fitting that these books keep on giving 
during the season. In fact, holiday times are the peak of reflection among people; we hone in on two key 
reminders of reflection -our peers and destiny. Mitch Albom’s “ The Five People You’ll Meet in Heaven” is a 
great reminder of the people who impact us through life. While, Paulo Coelho “The Alchemist” is the GPS 
notification of how close our goals and destiny truly are when we find ourselves lost along the way. 

-KADAMIA HUBBARD, Operations Manager, Facility & Sustainability

What is your favorite Thanksgiving food?  
What makes it unique or memorable to 
you? 

It’s all about the turkey!  Thanksgiving is not 
Thanksgiving without the turkey!  

Do you have a Thanksgiving tradition with friends 
or family that you would like to share?

No real traditions, but just love the Thanksgiving 
holiday and look forward to it every year as a time to 

get together with family and friends.  Thanksgiving is my 
family’s favorite holiday.

Do you have a recipe that you enjoy making every year?  
If so, would you like to share it?  
You cannot go wrong with Alton Browns Thanksgiving 
Roast Turkey recipe.  I do this recipe every year and 
always get great compliments on how it turns out. 

How do you “count your blessings” this time of year?  
My dad passed away when I was 11 years old, and my 
Thanksgivings as a kid are some of my best memories I 
have with him.  Each Thanksgiving I try to build on that 
will my own kids-so we definitely take time each year to 
appreciate the time we have with each other.

Is there a favorite Thanksgiving TV show, movie or book 
you love and re-watch / read every year?
After Thanksgiving dinner, we begin Christmas season 
with Christmas Vacation.  Our favorite Christmas movie!

- PATRICK SMART, LEVY, General Manager

https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/alton-brown/good-eats-roast-turkey-recipe-1950271
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/alton-brown/good-eats-roast-turkey-recipe-1950271


E L L E N ’ S  Q U O T E  C O R N E RG R E E N  T I P  O F  T H E  W E E KE A P  R E S O U R C E S

As an employee, you have 
access to the valuable Cigna 
Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP) at no cost to you.

Call or visit online anytime:

888-371-1125
www.mycigna.com 

  Employer ID: asmglobal 
(for initial registration)

C O V I D - 1 9  E X P O S U R E 

If you have been exposed to a 
confirmed case of COVID-19, 
please inform your supervisor 
or the HR Dept ASAP.  

Rest assured, this information 
will be kept in strict confidence.  

#ecoMonday: 
11/16 #ecoMonday:   How will 

you celebrate Thanksgiving 
this year in an eco-friendly 

way?  Check out some green 
Thanksgiving tips:

https://harmony1.com/green-
thanksgiving-tips/

“Be present in all things and thankful for all things.”
- Maya Angelou

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  A R O U N D  L O S  A N G E L E S :  E V E N T S  &  R E S O U R C E S

“I am grateful for 
what I am and have.  
My thanksgiving is 

perpetual.”

- Henry David Thoreau

Homelessness is unexpected and an unfor-
tunate experience many people are going 

through. 

Safe Parking LA provides a safe and stable 
night-time location for vehicle dwellers to 
park their vehicles at night with access to re-
stroom facilities. The program provides a se-
curity guard at each “Safe Parking Lots” loca-
tion and the program includes social service 

resources access. 

If you or someone you know would benefit 
from this program, please share the attached 
flyer and link below for additional informa-

tion and how to apply. 

Safe Parking Flyer
www.safeparkingla.org/

Food Finder 211 LA: 
New interactive online map helps feed 

those in need

Watch ABC7’s News Clip on the App

Due to the pandemic, the need for food has 
increased tenfold in L.A. County alone. Now, 
there’s a new interactive online map to help 
connect people who need food to county 

resources. 
https://www.211la.org/

Bobcat Wildfire Survivors Have Less Than 
One Month to

Register for FEMA Aid 

Residents who fail to register by the deadline, 
December 16, 2020, will not be granted any 

FEMA reimbursement.

Wildfire survivors can register with FEMA 
for federal aid in one of three ways:

• Online at DisasterAssistance.gov;
• By downloading the FEMA app to a 
smartphone or tablet; or
• By calling the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-
3362 

For additional Bobcat wildfire recovery resources, 
please visit www.lacounty.gov/recovery or dial 

2-1-1 for information and resources.

F R E E  L E A R N I N G  R E S O U R C E S

Rhetoric: The Art of Persuasive Writing and 
Public Speaking

Gain critical communication 
skills in writing and public 
speaking with this introduc-
tion to American political 

rhetoric.

REGISTER FOR FREE HERE

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR CELEBRA-
TION AT DODGER STADIUM!

Nov. 27 - Dec. 24

The Dodgers will stage a drive-through 
holiday festival in Lots 10 and 11 at 
Dodger Stadium from 5-11 p.m. most 
nights. The event will include a light show, LED video displays, mul-
tiple interactive experiences celebrating the team’s world champi-

onship and “Dodger Elves.”

Visit website for more information and to purchase tickets 
https://www.mlb.com/dodgers/fans/holiday-festival

P I V O T I N G  T R A D I T I O N S

https://www.safeparkingla.org/
https://lacclink.production.carbonhouse.com/assets/doc/SafeParkingLA-14d9da2d3a.pdf
http://www.safeparkingla.org/ 
https://www.211la.org/
https://abc7.com/food-finder-211-la-map-county-slingshot-aerospace/6260171/
https://lacounty.gov/recovery/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.lacounty.gov/recovery
https://www.edx.org/course/rhetoric-art-of-persuasive-writing-public-speaking
https://www.edx.org/course/rhetoric-art-of-persuasive-writing-public-speaking
https://www.mlb.com/dodgers/fans/holiday-festival
https://abc7.com/food-finder-211-la-map-county-slingshot-aerospace/6260171/

